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Welcome to Blackboard Collaborate. We will begin the session shortly.

Click the silhouette to add a picture | Click the check mark to indicate status | Turn on audio or video | Raise your hand

Open to access:
Chat, participant list, 
share content, my 
settings (for dial-in)

Open to 
access 
session 
options



Cohort: Blackboard Learn 
with the Ultra Experience
Session 6: Ultra Course View Deep Dive: Course Communication
Joctober 2018
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Your Cohort 
Team 

Jasmine Banks
Client Success 

Wade Fields
Product Management

Brent Mundy
Product Management

Jason Hardin
Product Management

Francesca Monaco
Product Marketing

Brad Evans
Product Management
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Session Key Topics

Week 1
Orientation/Introduction to the Cohort & Path 
to the Ultra Experience

• Cohort overview, introductions, format, and curriculum

• Suggested path to the Ultra experience

Week 2 Introduction to the SaaS Deployment for Learn
• SaaS overview and benefits 

• How to make the move to SaaS  

Week 3 Introduction to the Ultra Experience for Learn
• Ultra experience overview and benefits

• Experience outside of courses, the Ultra Navigation

Week 4
Ultra Course View Deep Dive: 
Designing an Ultra Course & Course Conversion 

• Our design approach, overview of the Ultra Course View, 
creating content, and course conversion

Week 5
Ultra Course View Deep Dive: 

Assessment & Grading 
• Assignments, Tests, Goal Alignment, Rubrics, Gradebook, 

and more

Week 6
Ultra Course View Deep Dive: 
Course Communication 

• Discussions, Conversations, Messages, and more

Week 7 Learning Analytics & Integrations 
• Supporting existing and developing new integrations​

• Learning analytics found in the Ultra experience

Week 8
The Ultra Roadmap, Your Path Forward, 
& Cohort Closing

• The Learn roadmap for the Ultra experience

• Conducting an Ultra pilot and other next steps
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Statements regarding our product development 

initiatives, including new products and future 

product upgrades, updates or enhancements 

represent our current intentions, but may be 

modified, delayed or abandoned without prior 

notice and there is no assurance that such 

offering, upgrades, updates or functionality will 

become available unless and until they have been 

made generally available to our customers.

Forward-Looking 
Statement
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Agenda • Conversations

• Discussions

• Messages

• Notifications 
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Course Communication: See It Live
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Course Communication
Conversations, Discussions, Messages, & Notifications
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Analytics & At-risk: Discussion Insight and Action
Available now 

Conceptual mock-up subject to change without notice
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Institution Page
Available now and more in 2018
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Custom Locale Support
Available now

Conceptual mock-up subject to change without notice
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Course Level Groups 
Available December 2018
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Journals
Q2 2019
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Course Communication Roadmap for 2018

Conversations

• Collaborate integration

• Central location for files

• Better presence indicators

Messages

• Push Notifications

• Improvements to Roll-up Feature

• Reply from Email

• Course Announcement: Reuse

• Course Announcement: Push to all Sections

Discussions

• Rating or "liking" posts

• Flagging posts or pinning posts

• Graded Discussion Thread Locking

• Allow/disallow student deletion of posts

• Allow/disallow student editing of posts

• Late Submission Handling

• Non-graded Forums

• Search Discussions

• Performance Improvements

– Fast navigation from post to post: 

– Always quickly access the seed post / 
prompt for a discussion

• Improvements to Discussion Insights

• Office 365 G Suite Integration

Activity Stream 

• Better granularity 

• More personalization 

• More analytic insights

• Penny system announcements 
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Questions?
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Post one feature or workflow 

you’re most excited about 

that you’ve heard about 

in today’s session. 
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Next Steps • Try out what we discussed today using the new 
CourseSites (new.coursesites.com)

• For detailed information, view the Ultra Course 
documentation on help.blackboard.com

• Join us next week when we discuss Integrations and 
Learning Analytics 




